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Re: In the Matter of Applications for Consent to the Transfer of Control of
Licenses and Section 214 Authorizations from Ameritech Corporation,
Transferor, to SBC Communications Inc., Transferee.
CC Dkt. No. 98-141

Dear Ms. Salas,

On behalf of the National Puerto Rican Coalition, (NPRC) a non-profit
organization representing over seven million Puerto Rican U.S. citizens on the
mainland and in Puerto Rico, I would like to convey our support for the
approval of the merger of SBC Communications and Ameritech.

NPRC is the leading national advocacy and public policy organization
representing the Puerto Rican community in Washington, D.C. NPRC was
founded in 1977 to advance the social, political and economic well-being of the
Puerto Rican community, and currently has a membership network of over 400
civic organizations throughout the United States and Puerto Rico.

This merger has the potential to improve access to telecommunications for
Puerto Ricans and other Hispanics in the United States by providing improved
service quality, generating new and innovative services, increasing investment
in a high-technology network, and producing thousands of new jobs. The
merger also promises particular benefits for consumers in Puerto Rico, where
SBC has applied to provide cellular service.

We also support this merger because SBC Communications and Ameritech
have shown consistently through their past performance that they are
committed to addressing the special needs of the Puerto RicanlLatino
community.
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Consistent with the goals of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, the
conditions negotiated by FCC staff insure that the merger will produce open
competition in all States where SBC/Ameritech operate local telephone markets
and in post-merger markets, and will benefit consumers. Compliance with the
conditions is further supported by reporting requirements which will measure
post-merger performance, and with new enforcement provisions which include
substantial nonperformance payments.

Furthermore, the proposed condit:ons are well designed to promote and protect
the rights of the community which we represent, and ensure that the proposed
merger of SBC Communicati~nsand Ameritech will be in the best public
interest. These conditions significantly respond to the telecommunications
needs of currently underserved urban and rural areas which are most likely to ­
benefit from the conditions requiring SBC/Ameritech to guarantee residential
telephone services and d~ploy advanced services in these communities. We are
also pleased that pursuant to the proposed conditions, the new company will
offer new and improved services to business and residential customers,
including High-Speed Internet Access, Universal Service Assistance Lifeline
Service, and Long-Distance Service without the minimum monthly charges.

A merged SBC/Ameritech will be a stronger and more diversified global
competitor which in tum will offer advantages to its customers in Puerto Rico
and the Unit~d States. A~cording:y, we urge the Federal Communications
Commission to approve the tnmsfer ofcontrol to SBC of licences and
~uthorities controlled or requ~sted by Ameritech or its affiliates or subsidiaries.
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Service List
Chairman William Kennard
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W., Suite 8B201
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Harold Furchtgott-Roth
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W., Suite 8A302
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W., Suite 8B115
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W., Suite 8A204A
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Gloria Tristani
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W., Suite 8C302
Washington, D.C. 20554

Janice M. Myles, Esq.
Policy and Program Planning Division
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W., Room 5-C327
Washington, D.C. 20554

International Transcription Services, Inc.
1231 20th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Rest of list to follow.
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organization representing over seven million Puerto Rican U.S. citizens on the
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approval of the merger of SBC Communications and Ameritech.
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representing the Puerto Rican community in Washington, D.C. NPRC was
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Puerto Rican community, and currently has a membership network ofover 400
civic organizations throughout the United States and Puerto Rico.

This merger has the potential to improve access to telecommunications for
Puerto Ricans and other Hispanics in the United States by providing improved
service quality, generating new and innovative services, increasing investment
in a high-technology network, and producing thousands ofnew jobs. The
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SBC has applied to provide cellular service.
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have shown consistently through their past performance that they are
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Consistent with the goals of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, the
conditions negotiated by FCC staff insure that the merger will produce open
competition in all States where SBCIAmeritech operate local telephone markets
and in post-merger markets, and will benefit consumers. Compliance with the
conditions is further supporte4 by reporting requirements which will measure
post-merger performance, and with new enforcement provisions which include
substantial nonperformance payments.

Furthermore, the proposed conditions are well designed to promote and protect
the rights of the community which we represent, and ensure that the proposed
merger of SBC Communicatbns and Ameritech will be in the best public
interest. These conditions significantly respond to the telecommunications
needs of currently underserved urban and rural areas which are most likely to
benefit from the conditions requiring SBCIAmeritech to guarantee residential
telephone services and d~ploy advanced services in these communities. We are
also pleased that pursuant to the proposed conditions, the new company will
offer new and improved services to business and residential customers,
including High-Speed Internet Access, Universal Service Assistance Lifeline
Service, and Long-Distance Service without the minimum monthly charges.

A merged SBCIAmeritech will be a stronger and more diversified global
competitor which in tum will offer advantages to its customers in Puerto Rico
and the United States. Accordingly, we urge the Federal Communications
Commission to approve the transfer of control to SBC of licences and
authorities controlled or requested by Ameritech or its affiliates or subsidiaries.

u idellt & CEO
National Puerto Rican Coalition

cc: Attached Service List
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I, Manuel Mirabal, hereby certify that copies of the a
CC Dkt. No. 98-141, was served by first class
following parties (except for FCC staff and Inte I

Inc., who were served by hand) this 14th day

Service List
Chairman William Kennard
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W., Suite 8B201
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Harold Furchtgott-Roth
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W., Suite 8A302
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W., Suite 8B115
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W., Suite 8A204A
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Gloria Tristani
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W., Suite 8C302
Washington, D.C. 20554

Janice M. Myles, Esq.
Policy and Program Planning Division
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W., Room 5-C327
Washington, D.C. 20554

International Transcription Services, Inc.
1231 20th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Rest of list to follow.
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Mr. Donald Abelson
Chief
International Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Room 6-C723
Washington, DC 20554

Steve Weingarten, Esq.
Chief
Commercial Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Room 4-A207
Washington, DC 20554

William Dever, Esq.
Policy and Program Planning Division
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Room 5-CIII
Washington, DC 20554

Jeanine Poltronieri, Esq.
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Room 3-C224
Washington, DC 20554

Mark C. Rosenblum, Esq.
Aryeh S. Friedman, Esq.
AT&T
Room 3252G3
295 North Maple Avenue
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
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William J. Byrnes, Esq.
792] Old Falls Road
McLean, VA 22102-2414

Mr. Jeffrey Elkins
President/CEO
CalTech International Telecom Corporation
197 Joaquin Circle
Danville, CA 94526

Honorable Thomas J. Yack
Supervisor
Canton Community
1150 South Canton Center
Canton, MI 48188-1699

Mr. Matt Kibbe
Executive Vice President
Citizens for a Sound Economy Foundation
1250 H Street, NW
Suite 700
Washington, DC 20005

Honorable Sue Lempert
Mayor
City of San Mateo
330 West 20th Avenue
San Mateo, CA 94403-1388

Ms. Diane E. Abbott
Manager
CATV - Community Relations
City of Westland
33455 West Warren
Westland, MI 48185

Joseph P. Meissner, Esq.
Cleveland Legal Aid Society
1223 West 6th Street
Cleveland, OH 441] 3
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Mr. George Kohl
Senior Executive Director
Ms. Debbie Goldman
Communications Workers of America
501 Third Street, NW
Washington, DC 20001

Mr. Ronald 1. Binz
President
Ms. Debra R. Berlyn
Executive Director
John Windhausen, Jr., Esq.
General Counsel
Competition Policy Institute
1156 15th Street, NW
Suite 520
Washington, DC 20005

Mary Ellen Fise, Esq.
General Counsel
Consumer Federation of America
1424 16th Street, NW
Suite 604
Washington, DC 20036

Genevieve Morelli, Esq.
Executive Vice President and General Counsel
The Competitive Telecommunications Association
1900 M Street, NW
Suite 800
Washington, DC 20036

Janee Briesemeister, Esq.
Consumers Union
1300 Guadalupe
Suite 100
Austin, TX 78701

Ellis Jacobs, Esq.
Dayton Legal Aid Society
333 West 1st Street
Suite 500
Dayton,OH 45402-3031
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Mr. Riley M. Murphy
Mr. Charles H.N. Kallenbach
e. spire Communications, Inc.
133 National Business Parkway
Suite 200
Annapolis Junction, MD 20701

Deputy Consumer Counselor for Federal Affairs
Indiana Office of Utility Consumer Counselor
100 North Senate Avenue
Room N501
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2208

Chairman William McCarty
Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission
302 West Washington Street
RoomE306
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Anthony C. Epstein, Esq.
John B. Morris, Jr., Esq.
Stuart M. Rennert, Esq.
Jenner & Block
601 Thirteenth Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

Chairman John Wine
Commissioner Susan Seltsam
Commissioner Cynthia Claus
Kansas Corporation Commission
1500 SW Arrowhead
Topeka, KS 66604-4027

Robert J. Aamoth, Esq.
Danny E. Adams, Esq.
Rebekah J. Kinnett, Esq.
Marieann Z. Machida, Esq.
Brad E. Mutschelknaus, Esq.
Melissa M. Smith, Esq.
Kelley Drye & Warren LLP
1200 19th Street, NW
Suite 500
Washington, DC 20036
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Clinton A. Krislov, Esq.
Robert 1. Stein, Esq.
Kenneth T. Goldstein, Esq.
Krislov & Associates, Ltd.
222 North LaSalle
Suite 2120
Chicago, II.. 60601-1086

Terrence J. Ferguson, Esq.
Senior Vice President and Special Counsel
Level 3 Communications, Inc.
3555 Farnum Street
Omaha, NE 68131

Thomas Gutierrez, Esq.
Lukas, Nace, Gutierrez & Sachs, Chartered
11 11 Nineteenth Street, NW
Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20036

Lisa B. Smith, Esq.
Lisa R. Youngers, Esq.
MCI WorldCom, Inc..
1801 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006

David N. Porter, Esq.
Richard S. Whitt, Esq.
MCI WorldCom, Inc.
1120 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20036

David R. Conn, Esq.
William A. Haas, Esq.
Richard S. Lipman, Esq.
McLeodUSA Telecommunications Services, Inc.
6400 C Street, SW
Cedar Rapids, IA 52406-3177
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Martha Hogerty, Esq.
Missouri Office of the Public Counsel
P.O. Box 7800
Jefferson City, MO 65102

Cynthia R. Bryant, Esq.
Assistant General Counsel
Missouri Public Service Commission
P.O. Box 360
Jefferson City, MO 65102

Mr. Frederic Lee Ruck
Executive Director
The National Association of Telecommunications Officers and
Advisors
1650 Tysons Boulevard
Suite 200
McLean, VA 22102

Rochelle Cavicchia, Esq.
Ohio Consumers}£ Counsel
Robert S. Tongren, Esq.
Thomas 1. OlEBrien, Esq.
David C. Bergmann, Esq.
Terry L. Etter, Esq.
Assistant ConsumersJE Counsel
77 South High Street
15th Floor
Columbus,OH 43266-0550

Frank 1. Kelley, Esq.
Attorney General
J. Peter Lark, Esq.
Assistant Attorney General
Orijakor N. 1sogu, Esq.
Assistant Attorney General
Office of Attorney General
State ofMichigan
525 West Ottawa Street
Lansing, MI 48909
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Paul C. Besozzi, Esq.
Patton Boggs LLP
2550 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20037-1350

Robert L. Hoggarth, Esq.
Angela E. Giancarlo, Esq.
Government Relations
Personal Communications Industry Association
500 Montgomery Street
Suite 700
Alexandria, VA 22314-1561

Steven T. Nourse, Esq.
Assistant Attorney General
Public Utilities Section
180 East Broad Street
Columbus,OH 43215

Chairman Pat Wood, ill
Commissioner Judy Walsh
Commissioner Brett Perlman
Stephen 1. Davis, Esq., Chief, Office ofPolicy Development
Public Utility Commission of Texas
1701 North Congress Avenue
Austin, TX 78711-3326

Janice Mathis, Esq.
Rainbow/PUSH Coalition
930 East 50th Street
Chicago, IL 60615

Kathleen F. OiEReilly, Esq.
414 A Street, SE
Washin!:,rton, DC 20003

John R. Gerstein, Esq.
Richard A. Simpson, Esq.
Merril Hirsh, Esq.
Ross, Dixon & Masback, L.L.P.
601 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
North Building
Washington, DC 20004
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David W. Carpenter, Esq.
Peter D. Keisler, Esq.
C. Frederick Beckner, Ill, Esq.
Michael 1. Hunseder, Esq.
Sidley & Austin
One First Chicago Plaza
Chicago, IL 60603

David D. Dimlich, Esq.
Supra Telecommunications & Infonnation Systems, Inc.
2620 SW 27th Avenue
Miami, FL 33133

Dana Frix, Esq.
Douglas G. Bonner, Esq.
Eric 1. Branfman, Esq.
Richard M. Rindler, Esq.
Mary C. Albert, Esq.
Russell M. Blau, Esq.
Robert V. Zener, Esq.
Swidler Berlin ShereffFriedman, LLP
3000 K Street, NW
Suite 300
Washington, DC 20007-5116

Suzi Ray McClellan, Esq.
Public Counsel
Rick Guzman, Esq.
Assistant Public Utility Counsel
Texas Office of the Public Utility Counsel
P.O. Box 12397
Austin, TX 78711-2397

Victor 1. Toth, Esq.
2719 Soapstone Drive
Reston, VA 22091

Thomas J. Long, Esq.
Senior Telecommunications Attorney
The Utility Reform Network
711 Van Ness Avenue
Suite 350
San Francisco, CA 94102
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Mr. Allen Parker
Village Manager
Village ofMaywood
115 South Fifth Avenue
Maywood, TIL 60153

Honorable Anna Montana
Mayor
Village of Schiller Park
9526 West Irving Park Road
Schiller Park, IL 60176-1984

Philip L. Verveer, Esq.
Sue D. Blumenfeld, Esq.
Gunnar D. Halley, Esq.
Jay T. Angelo, Esq.
Brian Conboy, Esq.
Thomas Jones, Esq.
Michael Jones, Esq.
Willkie FaIT & Gallagher
Three Lafayette Centre
1155 21st Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Honorable Gordon 1. Ellens
Supervisor
Zeeland Charter Township
6582 Byron Road
Zeeland, MI 49464


